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Translation
Bake, bake, bake a cake.
The baker called out!
If you want to bake a good cake, 
You need seven ingredients.

Sugar and salt,
Eggs and lard,
Milk and flour, 
And saffron makes the cake yellow.
Slide it into the oven.
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Germany
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Backe, Backe Kuchen trad. German

©

Clapping Game - Partners stand in groups of six.
Partners A1/A2 clap high, then middle, then low.
Partners B1/B2 clap middle, then low, then high.
Partners C1/C2 clap low, then high, then middle.

Clapping Game © 2015 Aimee Curtis Pfitzner. All rights reserved.
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Bate, bate, chocolate
Mexico

Pound Fist - Pound one fist in open palm.

Make Motion - Make a dramatic, crazy, silly, go big or go 
home motion.

Translation 
Blend the chocolate with 
rice and tomatoes.
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©

Clapping Game © 2015 Aimee Curtis Pfitzner. All rights reserved.



5

&

ã

#
43

43
LH Cross

Palm Clap R
RH Cross

Palm Clap L

œ

Mah,
Ma,

Œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ

coh
co

may
me

bah
bel

lee
li

beh
bel

lah
la

Û Û Û

A

œ œ œ œ

beem
bim

bah,
ba,

beh
bel

lah
la

Û Û Û

œ œ œ œ

beem
bim

bah,
ba,

beh
bel

lah
la

Û Û Û

œ œ œ

beem
bim

bah.
ba.

Mah,
Ma,

Û Û Û

- - - - - - - -
- - - - - - - -

&

ã

#

LH Cross
Palm Clap R

RH Cross
Palm Clap L

œ œ œ œ œ œ

coh
co

may
me

bah
bel

lee
li

beh
bel

lah
la

Û Û Û

œ œ œ œ

beem
bim

bah,
ba,

beh
bel

lah
la

Û Û Û

œ œ œ œ

beem
bim

bah,
ba,

beh
bel

lah
la

Û Û Û

Fine

˙ Œ

behn.
ben.

Û Û Û

-
- - - - -

- - - - - -
- -

&
# ..

..

œ œ œ

Gar
Guar

da
da

khay
che

.˙

B

Step Out (Raising Held Hands)

˙ œ

pah
pas

sah
sa

.˙

œ œ œ

lah
la

vee
vil

ya
la

.˙

œ# ˙
neh
nel

lah.
le.

.˙

œ œ œ

Ah
A

geel
gile

ay
e

.˙
Step In (Lowering Held Hands)

˙ œ

sneh
snel

lah,
la,

.˙

œ œ œ

sah
sa

behn
ben

dahn
dan

.˙

D.C. al Fine

˙#

zahr.
zar.

.˙

-
--

-- - - - - -
- - - - - -

Bella Bimba Italy, trad.
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A Section -Players stand close together in circle. Own left hand 
remains palm up in front of body throughout.

Palm Clap L - Own left hand, palm up, right hand claps left 
hand.
RH Cross - Own right hand crosses to left, claps left side 
neighbor’s hand. 
Palm Clap R - Reverse Palm Clap L.
LH Cross - Reverse RH Cross.

Translation
How beautiful is the ballerina.
Down through the village she passes by.
Gracefully dancing, spinning around,
How beautiful is the ballerina.

Bella Bimba
Italy

Palm Clap L

RH Cross

Clapping Game © 2015 Aimee Curtis Pfitzner. All rights reserved.
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Bim Bam
Serbia/USA

Teacher Tip - First time, clap only on 
“Bim.” Second time, add snap on “Bam.” 
Third time, add patsch on “Biddy.”

Extension - Transfer body percussion to 
unpitched percussion instruments.

Bim - Drums
Bam - Metals
Biddy - Woods
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Contributed by Sarah Blair, http://ldssplash.com/teens/to_do/handgames/hand_games.htm. 
Used with permission.

http://ldssplash.com/teens/to_do/handgames/hand_games.htm
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Collected by Nancy Paxon from Yui and Yuta Takahashi. Contributed by Marilyn 
Shepard. Used with permission.

Clapping Game
Beat 1 - Lid hand (open palm face down) taps fist (jar).
Beat 2 - Switch lid hand to underneath position and tap 
up to fist.
Beat 3 - Switch hands.
Beat 4 - Put new lid hand underneath fist. 

Freeze action during rests.  You should end up with a lid on 
your tea jar.

Translation 
Tea jar, tea jar.
The lid is gone.
Take the bottom 
and put it on the top.

Cha Tsubo
Japan
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Cha Tsubo Japan, trad.
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